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WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN BY THREE DRUNKEN GUYS IN A BAR? 

 [While holding up the Bible:]  What is it that I’m holding here in my hand?  That’s right it’s the 

Bible—the Living Word of God.  Historically, it has been held in high spiritual regard in our country.  For 

example, consider these quotes from three of our most noted presidents.  Abraham Lincoln once said that, 

“All things desirable to men are contained in the Bible.” And, Ronald Reagan affirmed his faith that the Bible 

is God’s inspired Word when he stated:  “I never had any doubt about it being of divine origin . . . Point out 

to me any similar collection of writings that has lasted for as many thousands of years and is still a best-

seller, worldwide.  It had to be of divine origin.”1  And finally, Theodore Roosevelt contended that, “A 

thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education.”  (That college education, by the 

way, will cost you over $84,000,2 whereas I can get you a good Bible for about ten bucks—one might get you 

a job, but the other can lead to eternal life: You figure out the cost-benefit analysis on that!)  And yet, in 

recent years, the Bible has taken a back-seat in our society, even among Christians. A survey taken by the 

PEW Research Center not long ago found that only 4 out of 10 Christians believe that the Bible is the Word 

of God and should be taken literally.  The remaining 60% believe that either it can’t be interpreted literally, 

or that it was written solely by the whimsical musings of mere men, without divine inspiration, or they are 

simply altogether ignorant on the subject and express no opinion at all.3  That’s a sad state of affairs when 

Christians can’t even agree what the Bible is, or where it came from.    

What if some atheist came along and tried to debunk the Bible?  And, knowing that you are a 

Christian, they ask you: “How do you know that the Bible wasn’t written by three drunken guys in a bar?”  

How would you respond to that?  Now, I know that that question sounds ridiculous, but the premise behind 

it belongs to a mindset held by many in our society who believe that the Bible is a forgery, filled with fiction, 

superstition and outdated moral standards.  In fact, considering the present lack of morality in our country, 

if it had been written by three drunken guys in a bar, its reputation might even be elevated in the eyes of 

many Americans.  So, again, what do you say to such people?  The Word of God is one of the lynch pins of 

our faith and we must be equipped to give a true Christian answer to such wrong-headed opinions.  So, this 

morning, I want to give you 6 reasons that you can share with others to assure them that the Bible is the 

living word of Almighty God—the Maker of the Universe—and directly inspired by Him.  As such, it is 

completely trustworthy—and it must be read; it must be understood and it must be obeyed.  So what are 

these 6 reasons that we can bank on show us that? 
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First of all, Christians can know that the Bible is God’s inspired Holy Word4 for the good and 

sufficient reason that the Scriptures themselves are self-authenticating and affirm that fact. For example, 

referring to the Old Testament covering all the Law and the Prophets, Paul proclaims in Romans 3:2 that, 

“The Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God.” Romans 3:2 (NLT2) Covering both the Old and 

New Testaments, Paul further states that: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is 

true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to 

do what is right. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT2)  Referring to the Bible as a whole in Galatians 3:10, he affirms that we 

are to “observe and obey all the commands that are written in God’s Book of the Law.”5 And, Paul could 

truly say that because these commandments of the Bible are, in fact, God’s very Words.6  And we have this 

on the highest authority of all when we consider the words of Jesus Himself, for He called the Bible the 

“Word of God”7 and referred to its changeless nature when He said that the “Scripture cannot be broken.” 

John 10:35 (ESV) Now, this is important to us as Christians because we believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  So, 

when Jesus proclaims these Words of the Bible to be authentic, we need to take that very seriously.  And 

hopefully, you do.  But, an atheist, an agnostic or an unbeliever who has adopted a false world view isn’t 

going to be convinced by this reason alone.  So we need to move on to those other 5 reasons that prove the 

Bible is, in fact, God’s Holy Word—and that it didn’t originate from a bar room drinking binge (to use our 

atheist’s analogy). 

The second reason that we can know the Bible came directly from God and is completely 

trustworthy is derived from the accuracy of the prophecies found in the Bible.  The amazing accuracy of 

these prophesies confirm that the Bible must have a supernatural origin—and that origin is God.8  Hundreds 

of years before Jesus was born, note all of these prophesies about his birth and ministry, each of which was 

spot on.  For example, the Prophet Jeremiah predicted that Jesus would be born of the ancestral line of 

David9, and the Prophet Micah prophesied that the Baby Jesus would be born in the City of Bethlehem.10  

The Prophet Isaiah made what seemed to be an impossible prediction when he indicated that Jesus would 

be born of a virgin—and that is exactly what happened.11  The Prophet Malachi foretold that Jesus’ ministry 

would be preceded by a great messenger—the one we now know to be John the Baptist.12  And not only 

does the Bible have amazing predictions about Jesus’ birth and ministry, but it provides a detailed 

description of Jesus’ final days before the crucifixion with uncanny accuracy.   

For instance, about 550 years before Jesus hung on the Cross, Zechariah gave multiple prophesies 

citing specific things that would occur during the Passion Week preceding Jesus’ death.  He predicted that 

Jesus would enter Jerusalem for that final time riding on the colt of donkey—and that’s what Jesus did.13  
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He forecast that Jesus would be betrayed by a friend14, and more precisely, for the price of 30 pieces of 

silver.15   Zechariah even said that this “friend” would realize his great sin and return the money to the 

Temple and end up throwing those coins of death on the floor.16  All this happened just as Zechariah said—

not to mention an additional prophesy provided by Jeremiah that affirms this same prediction. (See: 

Jeremiah 32:6-14.) 

And if you need more, then read Psalm 22 in its entirety, especially this part which says: 16  “My 

enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang closes in on me. They have pierced my hands and 

feet. 17  I can count all my bones. My enemies stare at me and gloat. 18  They divide my garments among 

themselves and throw dice for my clothing.” Psalm 22:16-18 (NLT2)  If someone reads this passage and can’t see 

the nails being driven into Jesus’ hands and feet, or the Roman soldiers gambling over his meager clothes—

well, they might as well be blind.17   And, do you know what the most amazing thing is about Psalm 22? It 

was written about 1,000 years before Jesus death18, and about 900 years before Roman-styled crucifixion 

was even invented.19   

What are the odds of all of these prophecies being fulfilled by the birth, life and death of one man—

the One we know to be Jesus Christ?  Using modern statistical analysis, Peter Stoner, in his book, Science 

Speaks, took these prophecies and calculated the probability for their fulfillment.  And, do you know what 

he found the odds to be?—1 chance in 10 to the 17th power [1 in 1017].  That’s one chance in a number so 

large that it’s expressed by the numeral 1 with 17 zeroes after it!  To give a little perspective to the odds of 

these biblical prophesies coming truth let me give you a comparison.  Let’s say you had in 10 to the 17th 

power [1017] in silver dollars.  And you took all those silver dollars and spread them all out over the entire 

land surface of the State of Texas—they would cover Texas to the depth of 2 feet!  And, if you took just one 

of those silver dollars and painted it blood-red to represent all of these prophesies about Jesus’ death and 

then stirred that gigantic mass of silver dollars up with a colossal spoon and had a blind-folded man reach 

into the pile and pull out one coin—what are the chances he’d pull out that blood-red coin?  That’s the 

same chance of all these Biblical prophesies becoming a reality.  And yet, that is exactly what happened!  All 

of them were fulfilled just as the Bible said they would! 

With such an extraordinarily, high degree of prophetic accuracy, how could anyone come to any 

other conclusion but that the Bible is the inspired Word of God?  The biblical expert, Norm Geisler, sums it 

up well when he states:  “Other books claim divine inspiration, such as the Koran, The Book of Morman, and 

parts of the Hindu Veda.  But none of those books contain predictive prophecy.  As a result, fulfilled 
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prophesy is a strong indication of the unique, divine authority of the Bible.”20   He’s so very right—no other 

book can make such a claim! 

The third reason that we trust the reliability of the Bible is that what it has to say is confirmed by 

modern day archeology. For example, in the Old Testament, Isaiah makes reference to King Sargon of 

Assyria.21  The Book of Genesis, and elsewhere in the Old Testament, mentions the ancient people known as 

the Hittites.22 The Book of Daniel makes reference to the Babylonian King known as Belshazzar.23  For years, 

many secular historians rolled their eyes whenever the Old Testament texts mentioned King Sargon, or the 

Hittites, or even King Belshazzar.  These historians argued that the Bible was in error to mention them 

because they contended that these people were just myths or legends. But, archaeological discoveries have 

proven that each of these biblical references is 100% correct and that these people actually did walk the 

pages of history.24  In fact, Josh McDowell points out: “There are literally thousands of archeological 

discoveries that confirm the truth of what is presented in the Bible. And not one single find has refuted 

anything taught in the Bible.”25  Yes, archeology proves the Bible to be completely accurate! 

Now this fourth reason we can trust the Bible really makes it really hard on those “three drunken 

guys in a bar”—as far as their claim to authorship of the Bible might go.  You see, if three drunken guys had 

written the Bible, I would expect that there would have been more than a few errors, typos and 

inconsistencies in their texts.  But, when you look for such errors in the Bible, as compared to other ancient 

secular writings, any typos and clerical mistakes are few and far between.  So why would that be important?  

Well, it’s important because many people have the false impression that what we have as the written words 

in our Bibles today might have changed over the years from the original Scriptures when God first inspired 

their production.  These skeptics claim that there is no way that we can be sure that what we have today 

are the same Words of God that were originally handed down.  But, they are dead wrong.  And they are 

dead wrong because they are ignorant of the amazing spiritual guidance provided by the Holy Spirit to the 

original writers—men like Moses, the Prophets themselves, the Gospel writers, along with Paul and the 

other biblical writers. They wrote what God laid upon their hearts just as clearly as God dictated it to them.  

And thereafter, the system used to copy these sacred texts and pass them along over the centuries was 

practically fail-safe.  Such errors as may exist in the biblical texts are wholly insignificant, and have nothing 

to do with the actual content of God’s message. 

For example, those ancient scribes who would copy the texts of the Bible by hand were scrupulous in 

making certain that they copied every letter of every word correctly.  The biblical scholar, F. F. Bruce, tells us 

that they worked “with the greatest imaginable reverence, and devised a complicated system of safeguards 
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against scribal slips.  They counted, for example, the number of times each letter in the alphabet occurs in 

each book; they pointed out the middle letter of the Pentateuch and the middle letter of the whole Hebrew 

Bible, and made even more detailed calculations than these.” ‘Everything countable seems to [have been] 

counted.”26  In other words, if your copy came up with too many or too few letters for the overall word-

count, they’d take it out and throw it in the trash.  And if that happened too many times—well, the worst of 

these scribes assigned to copying the biblical texts might unfortunately find themselves unemployed.  And 

worst yet, they might themselves commiserating with those three drunken guys in the bar.  

Another thing that many people don’t realize is that you can tell if an ancient text of any particular 

document is accurate by comparing it to copies of that same document that may have been handed down 

over time.  In other words, if you were fortunate enough to find 50 copies of any ancient document, then 

you could compare them for consistency.  If you found that 49 of them were exactly alike, but that one of 

them had some different wording, then it’s a pretty good chance that that one is in error, and you could 

eliminate it.  So, the more ancient copies that you have, the better your chance to get at what the original 

version actually said.  Well, how does the New Testament of the Bible stack up with other ancient texts in 

this regard?  Using this criteria, it is safe to say that the words found in our Bibles today are virtually 

identical to what the original writers composed when the New Testament was first written.  Again, listen to 

what Norm Geisler tells us:  “There are more early Greek manuscripts for the New Testament than for any 

book from the ancient world. Many [ancient] classics survive on only a handful of manuscripts, some even 

have only two.27 [For instance, there are only 49 copies of Aristotle’s works, and just 7 copies of one of 

Plato’s most famous works.28 So, for purposes of comparison, how many original manuscripts of the New 

Testament texts do we have from ancient times?] Geisler continues and answers:  “Yet the New Testament 

has 5,366 Greek manuscripts dating all the way back to just after the end of the first century when the books 

were originally written.  The discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls confirmed the accuracy of the Old Testament 

manuscripts. And the recent discovery of thousands of tablets at Ebla support the historical nature of the 

early chapters of Genesis.”29  You see—if people can’t trust the Bible, then you can’t trust any other ancient 

writings either.  So just go on and throw all the works of Homer, Aristotle and Plato out the window, 

because the Bible puts all of them to shame—both with respect to authenticity, and from a spiritual 

standpoint as well. 

The fifth reason that you can trust in the Bible is simply this:  IT’S COMPLETELY TRUE!  It’s both 

historically and spiritually true.  Now those three drunken guys would tell you otherwise.  They’d insist that 

the Bible is just a bunch of fairy tales—like Little Red Riding Hood, or one of Aesop’s fables.  To those who 
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claim that the Bible is a fairy tale, they simply have failed to delve into the personalities of the people 

described in the Bible.  Fairy tales have clear black and white villains and heroes. The villains are thoroughly 

bad, and the heroes are completely good.  But, with the exception of Jesus Christ, the narrative of the Bible 

gives us anything but perfect heroes.  And to the extent there are heroes, they have noticeable flaws.  

Moses was a murderer.  Abraham and Jacob were both deceivers at times.  Isaac displayed flawed 

leadership in his family in showing favoritism to one son over another.  Gideon was a coward with wavering 

faith, and an idol maker to boot.  Samson was utterly flawed for both indifference to God and for making so 

many bad decisions in life.   Jonah was a disobedient cry-baby.  David was an adulterer who plotted and 

carried out an assassination.  Peter denied his Lord three times.  Paul imprisoned and killed innocent 

people.   Listen folks—if you are into fairy tales with fairy tale characters, then you won’t like the Bible one 

little bit.  The Bible is no fairy tale, and all its stories do not have fairy tale endings.  And, I think that we can 

all agree that people don’t die for fairy tales.  Nobody is going to voluntarily submit to a firing squad, a 

noose, a Jihadist’s sword, or be hung on a cross because they believe in Little Red Riding Hood.  But, Jesus’ 

disciples and the rest of the early church martyrs died because they believed the Truth as stated in God’s 

Holy Scriptures—which is our the Bible.  All I can say is this: Anyone who reads the Bible and thinks that it 

falls within the genre of fairy tales either has half a brain or has been spending way too much time in a bar 

with those three drunken guys.     

There are so many other reasons that I could give to show you that the Bible is something that 

comes directly from the Mind of God.  But in the interest of time, let me give you a sixth reason, and we’ll 

end with that.  Think about this.  The hands that held the chisels, quills and pens that inscribed the words 

we now find in the Bible were human hands.  They were the hands of Moses, the Prophets, the Disciples, 

Paul, and all of the other people who were the biblical writers.  Yet, those hands were guided letter by 

letter, word by word, sentence by sentence by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. And while the Bible was 

written by various different people, those individuals could no more claim to be the authors of the Bible 

than a printing press could claim to be the author of the Bible that I am holding in my hand.  Yes, they 

mechanically wrote the Words down on paper, but the Words came to them directly from God.  Why do I 

say this? 

Well, when we consider the great diversity of sources from which the Bible emerges, yet observe the 

incredible unity of the spiritual message that the Bible provides, there is no way to explain how this can be 

except that it was wrought by the Hand of God.  There is no other book ever written like it.  It was the 

product of about 35 different people acting under God’s inspiration who wrote in three different languages 
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(Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek) over a period of about sixteen hundred years (c. 1500 B.C. to c. 100 A.D.).  And 

these people who God used to write the Bible came from all kinds of different backgrounds.  Some were 

kings, shepherds, farmers, fishermen, a doctor—and my goodness, even a tax collector and, of all things, a 

lawyer, were thrown in the mix for good measure.  And yet, out of all this great diversity and vast passage 

of time, the Bible yields one central and unchanging message that has been true from the beginning of time 

and continues to be true today.  And that message is this: We are all broken people, so badly in need of 

healing, and sinners who are so sadly in need of redemption.  And yet, despite our sorry state, God still 

loves us.  And so He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us.  And God raised Him from the dead so that you 

and I, and those three drunken guys in a bar, can be forgiven, and live with God in His Kingdom forever.30 

That is the message of the Bible.31  And it is absolutely true.  Believe it! 

Let us pray. 
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