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Three People  
(A prophet, a widow & her Son)  

and the  
Three Storms of Life 

When a person accepts Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior—when they become a 

Christian—many things change in their lives.  They will have a changed perspective on life—

they will see things differently.  The things that they once thought were so important will fade 

into the background, and the things of God that bring peace and joy will move to the forefront. 

Their attitudes toward others will radically change—generosity, compassion and love will 

gradually begin to take the place of greed, indifference and hate.  And most importantly, their 

love and trust in God will change—as it increases day by day.  All these changes, and many, 

many more, will occur in the life of a Christian.  But, there is one thing that will not change.  The 

trials and difficulties of life will continue—if not, intensify.  And, a non-Christian might hear that 

and ask:  “Then what is the point in becoming a Christian?  Why would I ever come to Christ if, 

in so coming, I’ll only experience more difficulties?”  The answer to that question is a central 

part of what the Gospel of Jesus is all about.  And yet the answer sometimes seems to fall from 

the memories of even the strongest of God’s people when those calamities of life fall upon 

them.  So before getting into the answer as to why the Storms of Life affect God’s people just 

as much, if not more, than unbelievers, let’s see what we can learn as Elijah continued his stay 

with the Widow of Zarephath and her young son.   

1 Kings 17:17-24 tell us:  17  Some time later . . . [referring to the time after which God performed 

the miracle that kept the widow’s cupboard filled with a daily supply of flour and oil to bake food]— 

17  Some time later the woman’s son became sick.  He grew worse and worse, and finally he died. 

18   Then she said to Elijah, “O man of God, what have you done to me?  Have you come here to point out 

my sins and kill my son?”  19  But Elijah replied, “Give me your son.”  And he took the child’s body from 

her arms, carried him up the stairs to the room where he was staying, and laid the body on his bed.  

20  Then Elijah cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, why have you brought tragedy to this widow who 

has opened her home to me, causing her son to die?”  21  And he stretched himself out over the child 

three times and cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, please let this child’s life return to him.” 22  The 

LORD heard Elijah’s prayer, and the life of the child returned, and he revived! 23  Then Elijah brought him 
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down from the upper room and gave him to his mother. “Look!” he said. “Your son is alive!” 24  Then the 

woman told Elijah, “Now I know for sure that you are a man of God, and that the LORD truly speaks 

through you.” (NLT2) 

Let’s take a look at both the widow’s response to this terrible tragedy—the death of her son—

and then consider Elijah’s reaction.  The widow’s response to this tragic death was to cry out and ask if 

this calamity had come about because of some awful sin in her past.  In other words, she was asking if 

God was punishing her for some past sins by taking it out on her son and causing his death.  Now, we 

have no idea what dark sin may have lurked in her past that would have caused her to ask something 

like that.  Perhaps it had something to do with her present circumstances in being a widow.  Had she 

failed to attend to her husband when he was sick and he died?   We don’t know what it was.  We could 

speculate on this all day, but the point is this widow had something in her past that was troubling her 

deeply—something so terrible that she felt like she couldn’t be forgiven.  And, now she thought that 

God was meeting out His punishment upon her by taking her son.   

Does God work like that?  Does He punish your love ones for your sins just to get back at you?  Is 

that why this tragedy had descended upon her?  Both the Old Testament and the New answer this 

question with a resounding, “NO!”  God doesn’t work that way—He is not unjust and the Scriptures 

repeatedly tell us that God does not punish children for the sins of their parents.  The Law of Moses was 

clear:  “Parents must not be put to death for the sins of their children, nor children for the sins of their 

parents. Those deserving to die must be put to death for their own crimes.” Deuteronomy 24:16 (NLT2) 

The question is posed and answered in the Book of Ezekiel:  19  “‘What?’ you ask. ‘Doesn’t the child pay 

for the parent’s sins?’ No! For if the child does what is just and right and keeps my decrees, that child 

will surely live. 20  The person who sins is the one who will die. The child will not be punished for the 

parent’s sins, and the parent will not be punished for the child’s sins.  Righteous people will be rewarded 

for their own righteous behavior, and wicked people will be punished for their own wickedness.” Ezekiel 

18:19-20 (NLT2) 

In the New Testament, Jesus and His disciples came upon a man who had been born blind.  And 

seeing this man, the disciples asked if the man was born this way because of some sin that the parents 

may have committed.  Jesus turned to His disciple and explained:  “It was not because of his sins or his 

parents’ sins. This happened so the power of God could be seen in him.”1   And if Jesus had been 

consulted by this widow regarding the cause behind the death of her son, Jesus would have given her 

the same answer that He gave to His disciples concerning the blind man.  The death of this boy came 

about for the same reason that Lazarus’ death would die almost 900 years later when he was mourned 
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by Mary and Martha not long before Jesus headed into Jerusalem for that last time.  Like the tragedy 

that beset the blind man and Lazarus, this boy’s death had nothing to do with anyone’s sin.  Rather, his 

death transpired “so the power of God could be seen in him.”  And it was through Elijah that God would 

cause the resurrection of this young boy—a resurrection that biblical scholars acknowledge as the first 

one ever recorded in biblical history.2 

Now, speaking of Elijah—what was his reaction to this boy’s death?  His reaction was prayer.  He 

prayed to God.  But, what kind of prayer was it?  It was a prayer filled with anguish.  It was a prayer filled 

with questions.  Elijah turned to God and made it clear that he couldn’t understand why this death had 

happened.   After all, the widow had followed God’s command.  She had acted so sacrificially in meeting 

Elijah’s needs, just as God had asked.   In fact, she gave Elijah her last bit of bread and water in a time of 

famine and drought—what more could she have possibly done? Is this reward that the faithful reap?  

Elijah wanted an answer to that question.   From Elijah’s perspective, God either actively brought about 

the boy’s death, or He allowed it to happen—either way, the boy was dead and now this faithful widow 

was grieving.   Elijah wants to know how this can be.  So, is Elijah being rude and untrusting to ask such 

questions of God?   

No, Elijah isn’t being rude at all.  He is being honest.  And that is what the Bible teaches us to be 

when we come to God in prayer.  In fact, throughout much of the  Book of Psalms, you can read of the 

many times that David cried out to God in a similar fashion.  Terrible things had happened, and David 

would cry out to God—13  “Did I keep my heart pure for nothing?  Did I keep myself innocent for no 

reason? 14  I get nothing but trouble all day long; every morning brings me pain.”  Psalm 73:13-14 (NLT2)  

And then there is that haunting verse from Psalm 22—the one that reads:  “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?” Psalm 22:1 

(NIV)  And those last few words were not only the words of David, but were also the cry that Jesus gave 

during His agony on the Cross.3   Implicit in these questions is another deeper question and it comes 

down to this:  Why is it that God’s people experience such terrible trials and tribulations even though 

they have been faithful to God?  And along with Elijah and David, we may often ask why Christians today 

continue to be exposed to the Storms of Life despite being devoted followers of Jesus.   

Greg Laurie in his book, Following Jesus in the Modern World, offers what I think is one of the 

best scriptural approaches to recognizing three major reasons that we, as Christians, go through trials 

and tribulations—and each of these reasons is for a God-directed purpose.  Each purpose is for our 

benefit—though at the time, it may be almost impossible for us to see that.  Such was the case for Elijah 

and the widow—initially, they couldn’t see any possible good coming from the fact that this little boy 
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had died.  Greg Laurie refers to these trials of life as if they are storms.  And when all you can see are 

dark storm clouds all around you, think about each of these three reasons why those storms often 

descend upon us.  And, in doing so, perhaps we can gain a bit more understanding of God’s good 

purposes in our lives. 

The first kind of life storms that a Christian may face is what he calls “Correcting Storms.”  These 

are the kinds of storms that we so often bring upon ourselves.  They are those storms that form out of 

the clouds of our disobedience to God—those times that we know God’s Word calls us to act in a certain 

way, but we give into our own hard-headed ways in opposition to what the Lord would have us to do.  

It’s what we refer to as sin.  God wants us to go one way, but we insist upon going the other.  In the 

Scriptures, the Prophet Jonah is a classic example.  God told him to go to Nineveh and preach to the 

people there, but Jonah hated the people of Nineveh and jumped on the first boat that he could find 

heading the other way.  Consequently, God sent a “Correcting Storm” quite literally that ended up with 

Jonah sitting in the belly of a whale for three days.  When we sometimes act like Jonah, God sends 

“Correcting Storms” our way as well.  It isn’t so much to punish us (though there may be an element of 

that too), but mostly these trials and difficulties that come storming in are designed to wake us up to the 

fact that we need to follow God’s commands.  And for those who get that message, the storms are quite 

beneficial because they are the very things that get us back on course when we have gone astray.  But 

know this—if God sends such storms into your life for the purpose of correcting you, He still loves you.  

The Bible is clear this:  “For the LORD disciplines those He loves, and He punishes each one He accepts as 

his child.” Hebrews 12:6 (NLT2)
4  Now, we can understand from our limited perspective, the justice of 

“Correcting Storms”—after all, we reap what we sow.  But, the next kind of storm that God sometimes 

sends into our lives is much harder for us to understand. 

These second kind of storms that come upon us are called “Protecting Storms.”  They are the 

difficult times that we may go through that God sends to protect us from something else.  Let me give a 

rather mild example.  Think about when you were in high school—maybe you had a crush on some girl 

or some guy.  And when they rejected you for some other girlfriend or boyfriend, it was as if a 

devastating storm swept through your life.  Well, maybe God sent that other girlfriend or boyfriend 

storming in just so you wouldn’t get permanently attached to whomever was then the apple of your 

eye.   And, if you look back on that would-be husband or wife and see how they turned out, you can now 

praise God for sending that storm to protect you from disaster.  Or, maybe you were so hoping for that 

promotion at work, but you didn’t get it and the storm clouds seemed so dark at the time.  But, if you 

had gotten that promotion, you would have become an absolute wreck—and so God’s Protecting Storm 



5 
 

saved you for an a stomach ulcer or even a heart attack that would have otherwise happened due to all 

that job-related stress.  The Apostle Peter had these storms in mind when he said: “You are being 

PROTECTED BY GOD’S POWER through faith for a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.”  

1 Peter 1:5 (HCSB)  Thank God for His Protecting Storms. 

And then, finally, we have the most difficult storms of all—the ones that when they occur—they 

are the hardest to understand.  They are referred to as “Perfecting Storms.”   For example, pretend that 

you were an athletic, active 17 year old.  And that you were driving from a raft out in the Chesapeake 

Bay.  And then, that storm hits.  It hits when your head slams against the shallow bottom of the bay, 

leaving your spinal cord fractured.   And as a result, you are permanently paralyzed from the neck down.  

As far as life’s storms go, that would have to be one of the worst to contend with.  Aren’t you glad that 

that  storm has never descended upon you.  But for Joni Eareckson Tada, that storm did hit her way back 

in 1967—for she was that 17 year old Christian girl who suffered a broken neck that would leave her 

confined to a wheelchair for the rest of her life.  Now, why would something that awful be referred to as 

a “PERFECTING Storm”?  Well, God sometimes brings such storms upon his most faithful to show how a 

Christian is perfected—or maybe a better word is refined— by the most difficult trials of their lives.  The 

Psalmist was keenly aware of this when he wrote: 10  “For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like 

silver. 11  You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs. 12  You let men ride over our heads; 

we went through fire and water, BUT YOU BROUGHT US TO A PLACE OF ABUNDANCE.” Psalm 66:10-12 (NIV)   

People like Joni Eareckson Tada—by holding to their faith in God, even in the fiercest of storms, 

they become an inspiration for so many.   But, the reality is that sometimes those storms are a life-long 

thing.   You see, not too long ago another storm entered Joni’s life when she was diagnosed with Stage 

III breast cancer.  She had the mastectomy.  She went through the chemo and radiation—with all that 

that entails.  But, even then, her faith in God sustained her; and God, in turn, gave her strength to 

endure.   And, by 2015, she was cancer-free.  One of Joni’s favor passages of Scripture is found in the 

Book of Hebrews:  38  But my righteous one will live by faith.   And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased 

with him." 39  But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and 

are saved.  Hebrews 10:38-39 (NIV)  And when we cling to those words during times of great difficulty—

during times that we are so beaten down and oh so weak—we too are perfected by the very storms 

that buffet our lives.  Indeed, God assures us: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

PERFECT in WEAKNESS.” 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV) 

Joni Eareckson Tada understood that.   Elijah understood that as well.  And so, after he cried out 

to God, wondering why such a terrible thing could happen to the widow’s little boy, he remembered 
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that God had sent him to this very place to defy Baal, the god of storms.  And so, Elijah did not shrink 

back, nor allow any human weakness to deter him.   And again, he cried out to God.  Only this time, he 

cried out in faith, “O LORD, please let this child’s life return to him.”  And through the power of God, the 

boy’s spirit returned and he was resurrected to life.  And look who was refined by this terrible storm—

look whose faith was perfected, whose weakness was turned into strength.  It was the widow herself, 

who seeing her son returned from the dead, acknowledged Elijah as God’s prophet, and she put her 

faith—not in an empty idol named Baal—but in the true God of Israel. 

Will you do that as you face your storms in life?  There is an old country song by Waylon 

Jennings entitled, “Storms Never Last Do They Baby?”  The Holy Spirit whispers those words into hearts 

willing to listen.  For those in Christ, the Storms of Life never last.  The Storms of Correction become 

more and more infrequent as you stay on the path God has planned for your life.  The Storms of 

Protection become more recognizable, as you start to see Jesus’ hand directing you away from spiritual 

dangers.  And, the Storms of Perfection bring glory to God as you weather each one—moving from 

weakness to strength in Christ. 

Let us pray. 
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1 
 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 
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 “Rabbi,” his disciples asked 

him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” 
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 “It was not because of his sins or his 
parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him.  
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WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 470-471. 
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 Matthew 27:46 (NIV)  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which 

means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  
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