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“WORD WAS MADE FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US” 

Who is that baby in the manger?  The Christmas Stories in Matthew, Luke and John begin with 

the origins of Jesus in an effort to provide an answer.  Two use genealogies: Matthew goes back to the 

time of Abraham; and Luke goes all the way back to the time of Adam.  But John is different.  His Gospel 

doesn’t provide a genealogy per se, rather he goes back into timeless eternity—i.e. John points out that 

with Jesus, there is no beginning or end.  Jesus is now.  He always was. And He will always be.  It’s a hard 

concept for us to get our minds around.  Yet, Jesus Himself confirmed His eternal nature when He 

proclaimed:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”  John 8:58 (ESV)  In his version of the 

Christmas Story, John describes it like this:  1  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2  The same was in the beginning with God. 3  All things were made by him; 

and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4  In him was life; and the life was the light of 

men. 5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. . .” John 1:1-5 (KJV) Then 

he very quickly tells that John the Baptist came as a witness who prepared the way for Jesus, and moves 

on with verses 9-14.  They tell us even more about this light named Jesus, who left His heavenly home 

on high to come down here into a very different setting.  John continues:  9  “That was the true Light, 

which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 10  He was in the world, and the world was made 

by him, and the world knew him not. 11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12  But as 

many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 

his name: 13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 

God. 14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 1:9-14 (KJV)   

John covers the story of Christmas—Jesus’ coming into this world in human form—with fewer 

verses that either Matthew or Luke, yet he covers such a vastly greater span than either of them.  John 

wants us to realize that when Jesus appeared in the manger in Bethlehem, this earth wasn’t foreign to 

Him.  Jesus knew all about it.  First of all, He created the place—the earth, the oceans, the skies, the 

planets, the stars, the galaxies—the entire universe.  For as John tells us here:  “All things were made by 

him; and without him was not anything made that was made.”  Jesus—long before His arrival in 

Bethlehem’s manger—was the Creator of all things.  That’s a little hard for us to comprehend because 

we think of Him coming as a mere baby.  But, when Jesus voluntarily came down to earth—when the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us—Jesus knew exactly what He was getting into.  Think about it.  

When Henry Ford made his first Model-T, he didn’t just sit there wondering, “Where in the world did this 
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thing come from?”  He knew all about it.  He was familiar with every nut and bolt that held the thing 

together.  He knew everything there was to know about the way it worked.  When Jesus made this 

particular arrival to the planet earth, He knew everything there was to know about it—and all the 

creatures that inhabited it—just like He knows everything about you and me.  Jesus not only created the 

earth and everything in it, He had taken the time on occasions to visit His creation, even interact with 

some of those people He created.  Some theologians believe that it was actually Jesus walking there in 

the cool of the Garden of Eden with Adam.  And, it was Jesus who met with Abraham in the company of 

two angels.  

Yet, these were relatively brief visits.  This Christmas Story is the beginning of a much longer 

stay.  That’s why John tells us that Jesus came to dwell among men.  The English translations of the 

phrase “dwelt among us” in our Bibles don’t really give full justice to what John is telling us here.  The 

actual Greek word that John used for “dwelt” was σκηνόω.1  It means to “throw up your tent.”  And 

that’s a good way of putting it because Jesus had come in a tent.  It was the tent of a human body.  John 

is telling us that Jesus was as physically real in body as you or me.  He was not some spirit or angel-like 

being.  Because of that, Jesus freely subjected Himself to all the pain and suffering that our human 

bodies can so often feel in a world that has very little mercy upon human bodies.  And so, John tells us 

the “Word was made flesh.”  Now what was this Word? And how could the Word be made flesh?   

Well the “Word” is God Himself.  Both Matthew and Luke explain that Jesus came in the form of 

a little baby and that he was the one that the prophets of old had said would come as the Messiah.  Of 

course, John agrees with both Matthew and Luke, but John chooses to describe it in a different way.  As 

Vernon McGee points out in his commentary, John doesn’t mention the fact that Jesus was born in a 

manger in Bethlehem.  Rather, John focuses on the fact that Jesus was the Word and that the Word was 

with God.  Why?—well, perhaps John felt that the thought of the Holy Son of God stepping out of 

eternity and into our cramped little world is a concept too big for any manger, too big for Bethlehem 

itself.2  Jesus was too grand, too majestic, too wonderful to allow Himself to be born in a lowly manger.  

Yet, the fact that He chose to come in that way speaks volumes about His great compassion for all of us.  

But, how can someone so divine like Jesus—He being God Himself—be made human?  Seven hundred 

years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah gave the answer:  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel”—Immanuel, of course, meaning “God with us.” Isaiah 7:14 

(ESV)  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, this virgin that Isaiah referred to was Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, who conceived and gave birth on that Holiest of nights in Bethlehem—and the Word became 

flesh.  Warren Wiersbe puts it so well when he tells us that Jesus took on a “sinless human nature and 
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identified with us in every aspect of life from birth to death. ‘The Word’ was not an abstract concept of 

philosophy, but a real Person who could be seen, touched, and heard.  Christianity is Christ, and Christ is 

God.”3   

But can you imagine Him being born in Bethlehem, of all places?!!  Let me ask you to do 

something.  I want you to pretend that you lived in Bethlehem on the day before Jesus was born.  

Pretend that you were actually one of the guests at the inn next to the stable where the manger awaited 

His arrival.  The place is getting to be overcrowded with all of the people who were flocking into 

Bethlehem to register as required by the Roman census.  There’s a lot of pushing and shoving going on 

as the people compete for the little remaining space in the inn.  And as evening starts to fall, you notice 

a young woman barely into her teens who is obviously about to have a baby—and from the desperate 

look on her face she is apparently already starting to feel the onset of labor pains.  And there is a young 

man with an equally panicked look on his face accompanying her.  And he desperately asks the 

innkeeper for a room so that his espoused wife won’t have to give birth out there in the cold.  But they 

don’t have much money.  So, the innkeeper is completely indifferent to their fate—after all he’s got 

paying customers to attend to, you know.  Almost as an after-thought, he points to the stable next door 

and slams the door in Joseph’s face.  Now you are standing there in the inn, and the guy next to you also 

observed all of this ugly human behavior from the pushing crowd to the insensitive innkeeper.  And then 

he turns to you and says: “Here we are sitting in this dinky little town, full of its selfish and grubby little 

people—Oh, that the Messiah would someday come and make all things right!”  And after he lets that 

sink into your mind, he then comments, “But when the Messiah does come, certainly it won’t be in a 

dumpy place like Bethlehem.”  And with a curious look on his face, he asks for your opinion: “Where do 

you think the Messiah will be born?”  Now, bear in mind, you would not have had the advantage of 

knowing about Matthew and Luke who proclaimed Jesus’ birth in a stable.  So in forming our answer, we 

might have imaged that Jesus was born into a much different environment.   And if we had the foresight 

of a prophet like Isaiah, we would have known that this coming Messiah would be the Son of God—

completely divine.   And with that thought in mind, we would have realized that Jesus was stepping 

down from His thrown next to God the Father in Heaven—a place of wonder and goodness beyond our 

wildest dreams!  Coming down from such a place, you might think that certainly the very best 

surroundings here on earth would be something that Jesus would require.  If we were to venture a guess 

in answering his question, we would have likely predicted that the Messiah would be born in some great 

palace, like the one King Herod currently occupied, or maybe in the ornate surroundings of the Temple 

in Jerusalem where his father might be the high priest.   Surely, our friend there in the Bethlehem inn 
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must be right—the Messiah would not be born in such a dreadful place as Bethlehem.  Bethlehem is like 

that old, broken down, Model-T Ford that we mentioned earlier.  But the Messiah—well, we’d expect 

Him to be in a Cadillac, Mercedes or Lexis.   

Now imagine this—imagine that you happen to be a world-traveler.  Bethlehem isn’t the only 

place that you’ve been.  You’ve been to Rome and Greece and many other places as well.  And, then it 

occurs to you that all of those places are really not so different than what you see around you in 

Bethlehem.  In fact, the pushing and shoving and indifference that you see in Bethlehem are just a 

reflection of the pushing and shoving and indifference in all of the rest of the world.   

Now finally, by the wave of a magic wand, you are transported from 1st century Bethlehem right 

back to the 21st century here in this country.  And you look around and see that the world hasn’t gotten 

any better over the past couple thousand years.  If anything, all the pushing and shoving and 

indifference have gotten worse.  And then you ask yourself: “How could Jesus have left such a wonderful 

place as Heaven and come down into such an awful world as this?  Why would He do that?  What 

possible explanation could there be?”  There is only one possible answer.  In a dirty little world with its 

dirty little 4-letter words, it’s ironic that another very different 4-letter word provides the answer.  That 

word is . . . L-O-V-E: LOVE.  In the beginning was this Word—“for God is love”4 and in His Son, Jesus 

Christ, that love is perfected5.   

Later in John’s Gospel, Jesus Himself explains the motivation for His coming to be born in a 

manger in Bethlehem:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 (KJV) Jesus is the “Reason for the 

Season” and the reason for the season is God’s love for you and me.  Who is that baby in the manger?—

He is Immanuel—our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—the perfect expression of God the Father.  The fact 

that He left His home on high and came down to such a broken and dying world tells us something of 

those glad tidings of great joy that the angels sang about on that Holy Night.  It tells us what a Great and 

Loving God we have!    This Christmas when we give homage to the New Born King, we remember that 

He came as that little baby in a manger—in the little Town of Bethlehem, just as the Prophet Micah 

predicted.6  That time, He came in humbleness to save.  Next time, He’s coming in great power and 

awesomeness—to judge, and to claim this very world that He created—to rule His people forever and 

ever.  The words of the Prophet Isaiah perfectly merge this baby in a manger with the coming Ruler of 

the Universe, when he proclaims these words of joy to all people: 6  For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 

Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) 7  Of the increase of his 
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government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 

establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

Isaiah 9:7 (ESV)  So it is written, and so it shall be. 

Let us pray. 

 

Forest Hill Baptist Church 
December 17, 2017 
Darvin Satterwhite, Pastor ©2017 

                                                           

1
 James Strong, Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary, (Austin, TX: WORDsearch Corp., 2007), WORDsearch 

CROSS e-book, Under: "4637". 

2
 J. Vernon McGee, Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1983), WORDsearch 

CROSS e-book, Under: "Chapter 1". 
3
 Warren Wiersbe, Bible Exposition Commentary – Be Alive (John 1-12), (Colorado Springs, CO: Victor, 2003), 

WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 285.  
4
 1 John 4:8 (KJV) He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.   

5
 1 John 2:5 (NET1) But whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has been perfected. By this we 

know that we are in him. 
6
 Micah 5:2 (ESV) But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 

shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.  

 


