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The Indescribable Gift 

We are rapidly coming upon Thanksgiving, so for the next couple Sundays I would like for us to 

consider the many things that we should be thankful to God for.  Yet, we live in a world that tries to 

bleed us—and some indescribable evil tries to sap our joy and thankfulness.  Last Sunday, the 

congregation of First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas, had gathered for worship service—

husbands and wives and their children, brothers and sisters, grandparents, friends and neighbors.  

Suddenly, a lone gunman rushed in and started raking those in the pews with gunfire.  In all, 26 people 

were killed and many others wounded.   The age of the dead ranged from 18 months old to age 77, 

including the pastor’s 14 year old daughter.  And while we are now only 11 days away from 

Thanksgiving, in Sutherland Springs, Texas, there will be many empty chairs around the Thanksgiving 

table this year in the wake of this senseless killing.  What can account for such deranged wickedness?  

And what is it about Thanksgiving that begins to offer an answer and gives us hope, even in the face of 

such “indescribable evil”? 

Paul offers us the following answer to this question in his letter to the Corinthians—he 

proclaims:  “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NIV) .  .  .  Yes, we need to thank 

God for this indescribable gift that frees us from the fear of such indescribable evil.  This morning, I 

want you to think about that “indescribable gift.”   The truth is that we sometimes treat this unique gift 

as badly as we treat many other gifts that God grants to us.  And because of that we fail to give proper 

thanks to God because we have a great deal of difficulty recognizing the gifts that God does provide.  

The great German theologian, Martin Luther, wrote about this in his book entitled, Table Talk:  Luther 

writes: “The greater God’s gifts and works, the less they are regarded.”1   Pastor Robert Morgan takes 

Luther’s comments and puts it this way:  “We exhibit a degree of thanksgiving in life in reverse 

proportion to the amount of blessings we’ve received.”2   For example, a starving man is more thankful 

over a few crumbs of bread than a rich man is over a full-course meal.  A woman confined to a nursing 

home appreciates a single visitor more than a socialite does all the guests who come to his or her grand 

party.  A Chinese Christian who is forced to worship secretly in a home church treasures one copy of the 

Holy Bible more than we do all our Christian books, devotionals and multiple translations of God’s Word.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson summed it up well when he said that if all the constellations of the stars only 

appeared in the night skies just once every thousand years, everyone would be so excited and 

appreciative to see them.  Yet, all those stars shine so magnificently every cloudless night, but we hardly 

give them a second thought . . .   This week, I met with a man who had to have his toe removed due to 
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severe diabetes—then his foot and later most of his leg.  It reminded me something G. K. Chesterton 

said many years ago around Christmas when he commented:  “If my children wake up on Christmas 

morning and have somebody to thank for putting candy in their stockings, have I no one to thank for 

putting two feet in mine?”3   When we fail to give thanks to God for these common everyday gifts of life, 

that’s a very sad thing.      

Of course, God’s Word encourages us not to be like that.  We affirm what Paul wrote to the 

church in Thessalonica when he proclaimed: 16  “Be joyful always; 17  pray continually; 18  give thanks in 

all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)   But why are we 

to “give thanks in all circumstances”?   Well, it is Paul again who gives the answer when he tells us:  

“We know that all that happens to us is working for our good if we love God and are fitting into his 

plans.” Romans 8:28 (TLB)  That’s why we are to give thanks no matter what may be going on around us—

whatever it is, God is using it for a blessing in some way for the furtherance of His Kingdom and for the 

good of those who are faithful to Him.  But the truth is that we sometimes fail to give thanks because 

we, from our limited perspectives, simply do not perceive a blessing when it’s being given to us.    

Think about a story that Corrie ten Boom tells us about from WWII.  In her book, The Hiding 

Place, she tells about a time when she and her sister had been hiding members of the Jewish faith in 

their home.  And this was a dangerous thing to do because if the Nazis caught you hiding Jews, they 

would stoop you right up with the Jews and throw out into a concentration camp.   And, eventually that 

is exactly what happened to Corrie and her sister.  The Nazis discovered what they were doing and  

arrested them and threw them into the Ravensbruck concentration camp. The conditions in the camp 

were absolutely horrible, and their barracks were over-infested with fleas.  One morning, during their 

secretly held Bible study, they read those very same verses that Paul wrote telling them to “give thanks 

in all circumstances.”  So, her sister turned to Corrie and insisted:  “We've got to give thanks for this 

barracks and even for these fleas.”  But Corrie refused and countered, “No way am I going to thank God 

for fleas.”  But sister persisted in her request and eventually they both prayed to God—thanking Him for 

all in their tragic surroundings, including those itchy, scratchy, pesky fleas.  One of the things that the 

Nazis had frowned upon were those Bible studies the prisoners were conducting there in the barracks.  

And it was hard to conduct these little Bible studies because the Nazis loved to burst in the barracks, 

purportedly to do inspections, but in reality all they were doing was breaking up their prayer meetings.  

But they started to notice something different not long after they had prayed that prayer of thanks—the 

one that included thankfulness even for the fleas.  During the months that followed, they noticed a real 

difference—those Nazi inspections no longer occurred.  Rather, they were left virtually free to worship 
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God and study his Word and openly pray right there in the barracks—completely unmolested by their 

captors.  Why?  Months later they learned the answer:  Their barracks were so flea-infested that the 

Nazi guards refused to enter in.4    Yes, sometimes we need to be thankful even for fleas—for, indeed, 

“we know that all that happens to us is working for our good if we love God.”  In those dark times when 

madmen slaughter innocent people and when the fleas of life are biting so unmercifully into your skin, 

even then God will eventually work for good things for those who trust in Him.   That is indeed 

something to be thankful for!  That is such a wonderful gift!  And that certainly points to the 

“indescribable gift” that Paul wrote about.   

So, what is this “indescribable gift”? . . .  It is Jesus Christ!  And because of this, Christians have 

many things for which we must give thanks:   

 Through the indescribable gift of Jesus Christ, God provides healing to those whose lives have 

become torn and broken.  In Luke’s Gospel, one of the ten lepers that Jesus healed shows us an 

example as to how we are to response to such healing.  Luke tells us:  “He threw himself at Jesus' 

feet and thanked Him.”5  

 Through the indescribable gift of Jesus Christ, we have been freed from the chains of sin.  And 

because of that Paul tells us:   21  “I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do 

what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 22  I love God’s law with all my heart. 23  But there is 

another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is 

still within me. 24  Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is 

dominated by sin and death? 25  Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Romans 7:21-25 (NLT) 

 Through the indescribable gift of Jesus Christ, we have been changed from being “self-centered” 

people into “other-centered” people—i. e. we begin to see that any philosophy of life that 

encourages us to “look out for number one” is a false philosophy.  We begin to see through the eyes 

of Christ that generosity to others is one of the hallmarks of our faith.   We begin to give not to 

merely “make ourselves feel good,” but that through our giving others will begin to thank and praise 

God for such assistance as we may be able to offer.  I love the way that Paul expresses this:  11  “Yes, 

God will give you much so that you can give away much, and when we take your gifts to those who 

need them they will break out into thanksgiving and praise to God for your help. 12  So two good 

things happen as a result of your gifts—(#1) those in need are helped, and (#2) they overflow with 

thanks to God. 13  Those you help will be glad not only because of your generous gifts to themselves 

and to others, but they will praise God for this proof that your deeds are as good as your doctrine. 

14  And they will pray for you with deep fervor and feeling because of the wonderful grace of God 
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shown through you. 15  Thank God for his Son—his Gift too wonderful for words.”  2 Corinthians 9:11-15 

(TLB)  Indeed, thank God for the indescribable gift to us of Jesus Christ, who transforms His people 

from misers to faithful, generous givers.  (And I might add that this Church has been faithful in those 

efforts with all the many things that we have turned over to the Louisa Food Bank throughout the 

year, and just as recently as a couple of weeks ago—193 pounds of food goods and personal items.  

May those recipients praise and thank God for these things!) 

Now you may be thinking, “Yes, but you haven’t told us what possible thanks could ever come 

out of last Sunday’s shootings in Texas.  What is there possibly to be thankful for in considering such a 

terrible tragedy?”  That’s a good question.  But, we frame this as a tragedy—which it certainly was—

because death came so unexpectedly, so very quickly, and to so very many.   I don’t know what good 

God will work out from this tragedy.  I am as blind to this as Corrie ten Boom was to the fleas that 

plagued her life in the barracks of that concentration camp.  And I pray for the friends and families of 

the victims that God will bring them through this horrific, heartbreaking time.  But in the short term, it 

does remind us of something that none of us can avoid.   It reminds us that death is a certainty for all of 

us.  Our days are numbered as God’s Word affirms.6   It reminds us that death can come to any one of us 

unexpectedly and without warning and in an instant.  But, the horrific, heartbreaking tragedy comes for 

those who have rejected Jesus Christ.  He is the sole indescribable gift that can save us from such an 

eternal tragedy.  It was the indescribable gift He gave in shedding His blood on the Cross in order that 

such a tragedy may not fall upon you.  And while that gift is indescribable, Paul comes closest to 

providing its essence when he writes:  53  “For our earthly bodies, the ones we have now that can die, 

must be transformed into heavenly bodies that cannot perish but will live forever. 54  When this 

happens, then at last this Scripture will come true—"Death is swallowed up in victory." 55-56  O death, 

where then your victory? Where then your sting? For sin—the sting that causes death—will all be gone; 

and the law, which reveals our sins, will no longer be our judge. 57  How we thank God for all of this!  It is 

he who makes us victorious through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 1 Corinthians 15:53-57 (TLB)  

In this lifetime, we lack the capacity to see beyond the tragedies of this world.  For the time 

being, we “see through a glass darkly”7—to once again borrow from Paul’s words.  But one day, we will 

be with our Lord and Savior, and then we will see, and know and understand as if seeing face to face.  

That is our hope in the face of all the awful things that this world can deal out to us.  If we could see 

these tragedies through God’s eyes, then we would be able to see things that are less obvious to us 

now.  I believe that last Sunday, as each bullet found its deadly mark, a more heavenly perspective might 



5 
 

reveal something different to our eyes; and we would see the ugly wounds being replaced by the warm 

embrace of Jesus as He carried His people home.   

But what about the others left behind—those who made it out of the carnage with their lives 

still in this world.  For some, God still has important things for them to do in serving Him—and so they 

continue on here.  But for others—well, maybe they just weren’t ready.  Maybe they had come to 

church that morning for whatever reason, but as far as accepting Christ as their Lord and Savior, they 

were still on the fence.  Maybe God spared them to give them a little more time before it is too late.  

The problem is that neither they, nor any of you, can stay on that fence of indecision and non-

commitment for very long because for all of us our days are numbered.   That day may come in the form 

of a heart-attack or some other illness, an accident, or some tragedy like the many that seem to be 

exploding randomly all around this world.   Whatever the cause, the bullet of death is hurling toward 

each of us even now, and it will surely arrive on its appointed day.  Now you might object and say, 

“Man, you really are seeing through a glass TOO darkly!”   And yes it is a morbid thought.  And yet 

there is no denying that death comes for all of us.  For those on the fence . . . for those who may need 

more time to decide—it is my hope that they will not hesitate any longer in surrendering their lives to 

Jesus Christ before that bullet reserved for them reaches its mark.  It will find you one day—death 

always does.    

But, for those in Christ, there is no fear because we begin to know the peace and joy of His 

Kingdom in the here and now.  Even during the tragedies of life—whether they are hurricanes, wildfires 

or massacres . . . even during times when those fleas descend upon our lives—come what may, we find 

rest in Jesus Christ.  And when that happens, we give thanks to God in all circumstances—even in 

troubled times such as these. 

Let us pray. 
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